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i. The tank regiment in Gotho, alsc referred to as U~Kommande, was lecated at the

20

former Flak-Kaserne in Gotha on the highway te Ohrdruf. The reg
he 1lst Moborized Bere$fschaft in Erfurt, which was suberdinuate ic

i

ent boleongsed to
Fepritoriale

veruaitung Sued in leipzig. IV Sued was under the command of Maicr General Vogelo
The ccmponent units of the lsi Motorized Bareitechaft were distributed os followss

Headquarbers Erfurt, losberfeld Aaserne
' &

@

headquarters company
motor transport section

®

Brfurt, Perne Kagerne

motor transport school g it -

motor vehicle repalr shop Erfury ' ‘

medical seeuion Gotha, heospital, Ohrdrufer Strasso
bekery company . Gotha, Buergsrouve
recomnalsgance batialion Erfurt, Henne Kaserne

aignal batitalion Erfurt, presumably Henne Keseene
sngineer battallon Muehlhausen, Weisses Haug

AT battalion Erfurt, Henne Kaserne

AAA battalion Gotha, Busrgeraue

mortar beitalion Erfurt, Hemne Kaserne

infauntry regiment Gotha, Flak Kaserne

infantry reginent Muehlhausen, Goermuar Kaserne
infantry regiment Gera

artiliery regiment

Erfurt, Henne Ksserne

tank regiment " Gotha, Flak Kaserne, Chrdrufer Strasseo

The %ank vegiment in Gotha was organiged as follows:

Officers. .NoQs . B
Headquarters 30
meintenance .company 6 10 50
medlcal compeny 2 5 5
supply nlatocon 5 i5
headquarters company 6 8 30
ist through 5%h Pank Co® each 5 io 37
SP gun battalion : 16 14 45

1

Almost a1l of the crewe of the tank regiment were trained personnel that had
come f#om Zeithain and Spremwberg. Some asslstent gummers ond the radic onerstors
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of the signal platoon of the headquariers company werse gtill migsing.
The melntenance company was organized as followss

Qfficern ..K0s, B
4 ) 2

Headguerters .
15t platoon 1 3 i2
20d platoon i "}' j‘é

3rd nilstoon

The headouerters company consisted of the hesdquariers, 2 reconnaigsancs,

wnal, sn engineer, and a bank platoon. The tank companies consisted of &

@ with epe coumand bopk and 3 platoons with 3 tanks o each platooh.

» battalion consisted of a headgusvters with 4 officers, 2 Wios, 6 By

: s in addivion to 3 companies of«l officers, L NCOs, and 13 men eachs FEach
compery conpisted of 2 nletnons with 2 9P guns to cash platoon snd 1 52 pun <
agdsned bo the company hsadquariers.

cars ossiened to the tenk regiment ineiuded: ,

Majer Holassbeln . U0, promoted to major zbout wmid-December
1953; H, allegedly came from the War
Academy in Moscow; he replaced Major
Kalkofe who returned to Zeitbain on 1
Decamber 1953,

Goptain Zochlin Depuiy 00, who arrived degether with Major
. Holzatein ‘
Daptein Bloek . Chisfeof-gtaflf

Deputy GO, in charge of Supply metteray:
sgslgaed to the unit on 1 Decenber 1953.
e previousiyiwas deputy supnly officer
. st ths headguarters of “ivisicr Brfurd.
‘Ordnence officer o
$0 of the maintenance COmpaDy
G0 of the headquariers compeny

bowe

Heariel

iment was eguipored with L7 model SBSTE & guneg, widch had alresdy been
Werld ¥ar Il. The guns arrived from the S gon Officers® School at
The three T-34/76 tanks walch were also available, were old and worn
eouipment and could only be used for training purpcses. Source lesrmed from

50 of the mainbenance compeny bhet the equipment of the reglment was %o e
vt to authorized ghrencth in the course of Jdarmmyy 1954. 7.

zeivent ineluded 6 model H 3 A wrucks,
|3 nodel M. 32 armored

] mored scout carsi 1 modsl

cey Lowodel G 5 tank ck with treiler; 1 model

ier; © model BN s 3 and 1 wmodel Z1S-150

pebicry stoiicn. Part of the moter vehicle equipment wes

ihe motor vehiole eonizmaat of the undl wes to be brought

in Jdamsry 1

;Lo bh

T
X

vicle eagudpmant avalilel

racrmel carviers, new
4 27 Phaenonen azbal

srwicent]

‘/Nl"' , ‘ A

&, Aboud 2 persent of the uvrdl belonged to the 1835 class, 20 percent gheh to the
4 39723 vlasses, 40 percent to the 1934 claees; while 18 percent belonged
clnsses. sbout 52 percent of the unit hed served less ‘thren years,
Sroget from three to £ive yeers, @ 2 pevceni more.rhen 5 years. dbopt 15
int of the regiment come from Szrony/Annalt, 10 percent frow Saxony, 65
rent From TEkvingla, 5 percent from Mecklenburg, 3 percent from Brandenburg,
poveswh from Berline About 15 percent of the unlt followed the Iline,
argent were indliferent, 35 percent weve gecwet opponenis ol the regine,
ile 2% percent volced their opposition openlys :
ke morsis of the soldiers was valther poor, many of them had previcusiy belonged
. brissdes, fachory police, and the HVIVE, snd were iransferred to the XKW
wout thelr consent. Other soldiers who had ehtended the NCO Echool ab Zeithel
» wt because they hed not been promeisd. Moreover, the asoldiors
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rasented thst they were given Yoo few passes, News on the higher standard
of living in West Germany also contriduted to the low morale among tie
soldlers. & Soviet Iieutensnt Colonel and z Major were altached as
advisers to the regiment.

7. Although the soldiers had elready undergone basle training, the new training
yoer which started on 1 December 1953 sgain began with basle infantyy
raining. The current training year was scheduled to be completed on 30
September 1954. In contrast to the infantry unit stationed at an installation
adjecent to the tank unit, no night exercises or alert practices wers held by
the tenk regimont in December 1943,

.. Oo 1 December 1953, an order went into effect according to which service,
colors had to be worn by mewbsrs of regiments or independent battalions.”

9. Source lesarmed that the Infantry Officers® School was locaked at the locberield
Kogerne in Brfurt, the SP Gun Officers’ School at the Xaserne am Steigerwald
in Brfurt, the sdaministration 0fficers’ School &t Petegsberg, and the Tank
0fficers® School at ths Stelgerwsld Kaserne in Briurt.

10. In the fall of 1953, it was announced at the Tank Officers?® School at Grossens

25X1

25X1

25X1

hain thet training would be conducted alomg uniform lines by the Soviet Army,
the sat2llite armies, and the KVP. The new ireining msnuals lssued by the fast
German Minletry of the Interior sontained typical Soviel drawinmig.

e I:lggmggm_ It 18 believed that these dats on the distribution of the come
ponoms units of Division irfurt sre correet. The report confirms that the Tank and
& Gun Regimen$ is located in Gotbe and not, as previously asswied, ‘in Geras
So far, an independent morter batitslion has not existed with XVP infantey
divisions. Only one KVP deserter stated in Ocbober 1953 that a moriar beitalion
equipped with 122-om mortars existed in Halls, There is a possibility that
mortar battalions functioning az orgamdc components of the divislon artillery
will be attached te all KVP infantry divisions. This wmight be the first step
in &n intended separation of the previous mixed artillery regiments iato one
gun and one hoviizer regiment each., This would be one more step in tha
Aireetion of the Sovied pabiorn,

e | Copmponte The tank snd SP gun regiment of Division Erfurt has almest exactly
the sawe strength as the corresponding regiment of vivision rrensitily Lo€o
 glightly more than 500 men. The report conflrms that the tank reglmeni in
Ciothz wss orpenized from personnel made aveilzble by the tank instrueticn
vegiments in Zelbthain ead IJpremberg. The date on bhe organisabion of the
rogiuents agree wiith previcus informstion. The regiment is organized aleng
Soviet lines.

ments to Gotha have been observed. -

g ¢ the regiment uwp to autherized. strength would
ngve Lo bLe del 3 course of Marcn 1954 so as to enable the unit to
conduct its @ > training in the field. The obsolescent model Sw76 guns may
he gehedulsd to be rap. by model SU-100 5P guns.

; sy

Apr };’
from the

L)

. ‘The model M 3 armored personuel carriers were recently Gelivered
. The model Eokby ersored scoul cars are probably type DA-OL's.
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25X1 Sa Corments It is believed thet all specisl undts of an i
Teganent will hencefoeth wear the claret sevvice color of th
This epplies also to mewbers of the SP gun compenies, signal compa y End
engineer companies, who previously wors bluo, yellow-bordered b_.ai}?.; engd
blue-bordsred black collar patches respechin yo Hewever, it net
Impoezible thet special perscmnel of the sdministration wnd of the vear
services vwill conbimue Lo weay Gheiy previous dark green service Color
even when sbizched to reglmenis.
25X1 6a Commenta The date én the location of KVP schools in Friurt agrees
: D revious informaticn. -
25X1 7o orgngg,% Soviet remulstions have been ia force since some iime Tor
e - N L. T N
e training of satellite armies, VP training hes been bssed on the Soviet

manvals aince 1951,
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